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THE L.A.R. GRIZZLY 



At last, a production auto pistol to handle the 
long-touted .45 Winchester Magnum cartridge. 

/JyJini ll'eller 

Since 1979, there has been a handgun 
round sort of floating around like a lost 

c hild loo kin g fo r a pare nt - th e .45 
Winchester Magnum. The Grizzly Win Mag 
has now arrived , and coupled with the .45 
Magnum cartridge is a most impressive piece 
of ordinance. 

For years, if one wanted a powerful hand­
gun , the .44 Magnum was the way to go, yet 
for the recoil conscious there appeared to be a 
gap somewhere a long the line. People 
wanted something powerful , but didn't want 
the recoil associated with it. Indeed , I wish I 
had every .44 in my closet that was bought, 
shot, and traded in within about two weeks of 
purchase because of the inability of the 
shooter to cope with the sharp jab of a heavy 
recoiling .44 . How does a 230 grain bullet at 
over 1300 fps with the recoil of a standard .45 
auto using hot loads grab you? Because, as 
you will see, that sums up the Grizzly Win 
Mag to a "T '. 

If you look at one, your first thought will 
probably be that it looks like an overgrown 
Colt MKIV, and you're more than a little 
right. Out of 49 parts in the Grizzly, 39 of 
them interchange with the Colt product. The 
10 that don't are those that were enlarged or 
beefed up to take the pounding of the larger 
cartridge, yet the appearance is basically the 
same. The most recognizable diffe rence is 
the massive frame and slide, yet the entire 
tear-down and re-assembly is almost a car­
bon copy of the MK.IV we all know and love. 
Should you desire to have the gun accurized, 
any pistolsmith that does good work on the 
MK.IV should be able to work with the 
Grizzly just as easily. 

Win. Mag. is .3" longer than 45 ACP. 

The cartridge is a twin of the .45 ACP 
round with the exception of the .3" longer 
case, and , of course, the powder charge. The 
o nl y load presentl y offe red is fr o m 
Winchester, and the only choice of bullet is 
the 230RNFMJ as used in GI Ball. On the 
performance end , the ACP round just isn't in 
the same league with the magnum version, 
but I'm getting a little ahead of myself. 

As the gun comes out of the box, it is most 
impressive. The extra mass of the slide and 
larger frame combine to give an empty 
weight of 51 oz ., hardly in the lightweight 
category. The slide was a nice fl awless blue, 
but the frame exhibited a slight purplish tint. 
Metal fit was fine. I had expected to see the 
vents ported into the standard 6 1/2" barrel, 
but a note enclosed in the box said that after 
testing, it was found that the ports were not 
only detrimental to accuracy and velocity, but 
that they did not significantly reduce muzzle 
jump enough to warrant the extra cost, there-
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fo re they we re e liminated . The ea rl y 
Grizzlys had sights from Wichita , but that 
has since been changed to the excellent sights 
by Millett with a white outline/bar rear and 
blaze orange front. An ambidextrous safety 
and Pachrnayr stocks and mainspring hous­
ing as well as an extended slide release com­
plete the package. 

As one would expect, the grip frame is 
longer to make room for the larger magnum 
cartridge which resulted in a real handful fo r 
me. The trigger is the standard "short" ver­
sion and is the right length fo r the size of the 
frame. Had a long trigger been installed, I 
would have had trouble reaching the trigger. 
The trigger broke at 6 1/2 lb., and was gritty 
with a noticeable amount of creep, however it 
isn't any worse than any other .45 you're 
likely to pick up these days. I would never 
have the extended slide stop on any of my 
standard .45's, but it is a needed piece of 
equipment here and worked well. Magazine 
capacity is seven rounds. 

Winchester was kind enough to furnish me 
with 200 rounds of fac tory ammo. After 
sighting in offhand at ten yards, I fired ten 
rounds over my Custom 900 Chronograph 
using the light screens. Air temperature was 
55°. The high round was 1394 fps and the low 
was 1294 fps fo r a 100 fps spread between 
high and low velocities. Truthfully, I had 
expected a little better. All rounds but two 
were over 1300 fps with the average for the 
ten coming out at 1330 fps, that calculates to 
900 fpe. Take the same velocity for the 240 
grain bullet in the .44 Magnum and you 
would have 940 fpe or a 5 % gain which is 
hardly worth noting. The factory manual lists 
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The author says the Grizzly is easy to shoot with surprisingly little recoil. 

velocity at 1400 fps from a 5" barrel , but I 
never hit that figure from a barrel 11/2" 
longer. At any rate, this cartridge is no slouch 
and the fact that it fires from an autoloading 
pistol makes it that much better. It exhibits 
absolutely none of the jabbing recoil associ­
ated with the revolver. In fact, during the 
whole test period I found this to be a very 
pleasant gun to shoot, hardly worse than a 
standard MKIV using hot handloads. The 
only thing that let you know you had some­
thing else up the pipe was the muzzle blast, 
which is considerable, and right up there with 
any of the .44's. 

The Grizzly averaged groups of2 1/2" at 25 
yards, and I suspect that a really good trigger 
job giving a good 3 lb. pull would shrink that 
somewhat. The trigger work should be on the 
first priority list for purchasers of the Grizzly 
who may want to compete in metallic sil­
houette matches, and it wouldn't surprise me 
at all to see a few of these in accurized form 
turn up at a match here and there. In fact, 
L.A.R. even has oversized barrels avai lable 
to be hand fitted by the gunsmith. I did not get 

into handloads with the Grizzly, but I suspect 
that Blue Dot powder would be a good start­
ing place, and coupled with a good hollow 
point bullet would make this a most desirable 
hunting load which I myself prefer to shoot 
over any .44 Magnum that I've ever run 
across. 

In the 200 rounds of testing there was one 
fai lure to fully go into battery on a live round. 
This was traced to a dirty gun, which the 
Grizzly seems to become rather quickly. The 
lugs in the slide are massive and rather sharp, 
and these apparently tend to shave brass from 
the magnum casings upon extraction. When 
the malfunction occurred , an inspection of 
the chamber area and inside of the slide 
showed a lot of small brass shavings, which, 
coupled with the powder residue, tends to get 
things a little sticky. Whether or not the shav­
ing may cease at some other point down the 
line, I can't say. 

In addit ion to the .45 Magnum, the 
Grizzly is able to be converted to several 
other calibers through the use of the Multi­
Caliber Conversion Units (MCCU) available 

The Grizzly can fire the 9mm Win. Mag. cartridge with a conversion unit. 

from the maker, including one for the rare 
9mm Winchester Magnum round. Whether 
or not the 9 Mag will become a reality 
remains to be seen , as L.A.R. is also plan­
ning on offering a conversion kit in .357 
Magnum as well. I suspect that the .357 will 
do about the same as the 9 Mag, and is 
certainly more readily available as the 9 Mag 
ammo is non-existent as of this writing. Plans 
include kits to convert the gun to a .38 Super, 
.30 Mauser, and others. Each kit includes an 
extractor, ejector, barrel , recoil spring, and 
magazine, and any of the kits may be changed 
with the standard equipment in about 3 min­
utes time. L.A .R. included a kit to convert it 
to standard .45 ACP which I happily gave a 
run on the range. In over 300 rounds of 
mixed ammunition types, it gave not one 
failure in any department, with accuracy on a 
par with any stock Colt product. As one 
would expect, the recoil of the .45 ACP, not 
much to talk about in the first place, becomes 
totally laughable when fired in the heavy 51 
oz. Grizzly. 

I believe that there is a place for the 
Grizzly in the shooting world. I don't think 
that there's any doubt that the power of the 
factory round could be elevated through 
some judicious handloading. Hornady lists 
loads for the .45 Magnum in their reloading 
manual, although they are for the TIC Con­
tender single shot, and may be on the hairy 
side for the Grizzly. If you plan on hunting 
somewhere where the autoloader is allowed , 
I certainly wouldn't be afraid to tackle any­
thing with the Grizzly that could be tackled 
with the vaunted .44 Magnum, and I, forone, 
would prefer it. With an accuracy job, it 
should do fairly well at the silhouette game as 
well. I believe that the current retail price is 
somewhere in the $600-$700 bracket, but 
compare that to the Wildey at $1250 (if you 
can find one), and it doesn't ...... 
look so bad at that. ~ 

ELOADINGTH 
. 5WI MAG 

By Joe Zambone 

One of the most powerful handgun car­
tridges around has been, until recently, 

also one of the best-kept secrets because only 
one self-loading gun is chambered for it. The 
.45 Winchester Magnum, originally devel­
oped for the Wildey gas-operated pistol , 
went into production at Olin's East Alton , 
Illinois plant some years back, but the 
Wildey fai led to materialize on schedule. 
Shooter interest dropped off like a fizzled 
Roman candle and hard-bucking handgun 
enthusiasts turned back to the all-time favor­
ite .44 Magnum . Only Thompson/Center 
produced a handgun chambered for the .45 
Win Mag, and not a whole lot of folks dab­
bled with reloading the cartridge. 

With the introduction of L.A.R.'s Grizzly 
self-shucker pistol there's a lot of renewed 
interest in this cal iber; unfortunately, the only 
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reloading data is for Contender pistols with 
stronger actions and longer barrels than 
found in a semi-auto pistol. Since 
Winchester's factory load is a zippy 230-
grain full metal jacket (FMJ) round-nose slug 
total ly unsuitable for self-defense and mar­
ginally applicable for hunting, handloading 
becomes a necessity for good performance. 
This article will address loads which can turn 

Factory powder looks like Unique. 

Here's a cartridge that 
just begs to be reloaded, 
and here are six-dozen 
loads for the Grizzly that 
make it a winner. 

the Grizzly into the first cousin of a full-house 
.44 Magnum with eight-shot repeatability. 

The factory load is inadequate for self­
defense because it shoots through many 
things before slowing appreciably. There 
would be very little energy transfer and great 
potential for casualt ies to innocent bystand­
ers even many blocks away. In my Grizzly, 
the Winchester 230-grain "hardball" ammo 
chronographed at 1,340 feet per second (fps) 
when the gun was new, and an average of 

1,360 fps after the Grizzly was broken in . 
That's a muzzle energy figure of 943 foot­
pounds (written as fpe , foot-pounds of 
energy) , or about what a .44 Magnum deliv­
ers. That's also nearly three times as much 
energy as a .45 Auto offers with the same 
230-grain bullet. 

Penetration with factory ammunition is 
absolutely awesome. I shot a six-inch-thick 

Most slugs mushroomed beautifully. 

LOADING DATA •• • 45 WINCHESTER MAGNUM IN L.A.R. GRIZZLY WIN MAG PISTOL 
HERCULES UNIQUE 10.0 10.5 11 .0 11 .5 12.0 12.2 12.5 12.6 12.8 13.0 13.2 

1149 1196 1244 1300 1342 1378 1396 1387 1393 
20_9 9n Speer JHP 12 17 26 13 19 11 17 22 16 

---
1316 1314 1333 1356 

225 gn Speer JHP 14 13 11 10 
1266 1293 

240 gn Sierra JHP 7 8 

~60 ~n _§peer JHP No loads listed-Unique rather fast for this bullet weight 

1205 1239 1279 1320 1339 Heavier loads possible at expense of accuracy 230 gn Alberts Swa9ed Lead 17 18 12 12 14 
POWDER - BLUE DOT 15.0 15.5 16.0 16.5 17.0 17.5 18.0 18.5 19.0 

1246 1257 1317 1323 1442 Note : Mild recoil, huge flash 
~QO~§pee~ J_!"iP 24 13 5 18 10 

1278 1307 1341 1355 
225 gn Speer JHP 13 12 14 10 

1169 1215 1263 1283 1327 
?40 gn Si~f!:a JHP __ 24 24 14 2 9 

1214 1254 1284 Best powder for 260 gn bullet 
260 9n Seeer JHP 11 8 18 
POWDER-HODGDONHS6 12.0 12.5 13.0 13.5 14.0 14.5 15.0 15.5 16.0 16.5 

896 992 1052 1090 1132 1190 1242 1324 1351 1388 Not an ideal powder 

200 9n Seeer JHP 21 30 18 27 12 27 7 40 22 28 for .45 Win. Mag. 

POWDER-HODGDON~S7 14.0 14.5 15.0 15.5 16.0 16.5 17.0 17.5 18.0 18.5 19.0 19.5 20.0 

Lighter loads very mild ! 1~~5 1382 1400 1446 1504 
~q_o g~ Speer JHP 15 23 16 16 

1141 1176 1226 1279 1338 Max. load very accurate-
225 gn Speer JHP 14 19 22 20 6 huge flash! 

1090 1117 1172 1216 1248 Max. load very controllable and mild 240 gn Sierra JHP 25 30 23 28 21 
1001 1053 1089 1115 1169 Not best powder for heavy slugs 

260 9n Seeer JHP 24 17 9 11 11 
POWDER - OLIN "?" 12.5 13.0 13.5 14.0 14.5 15.0 

1424 1467 
200 gn Speer JHP 22 29 

1393 
225 gn Speer JHP 8 

1344 
240 gn Sierra JHP 16 

1239 
260 gn Speer JHP 12 

1465 
230 gn Alberts Swaged Lead 59 

1500 
185 gn Silvertip 22 
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The hollow points mushroomed well. 

live pine tree (in an area about to be cleared) 
to determine ifthe slug would penetrate fully. 
It did , and then penetrated completely 
through another tree the same size which was 
four feet behind the first one. Such penetra­
tion is impressive to a novice, but seasoned 
shooters (both self-defense and hunters) 
know that bullets which travel through a tar­
get do not get their job done efficiently. 
Expansion is needed so the bullet stops in the 
target, delivering its full energy for a quick 
kill rather than slaying a Douglas fir 200 
yards behind the target. . 

You can't buy unprimed (or primed) fac­
tory brass for the .45 Win Mag; only a 
factory-loaded round is offered , in the single 
230-grain flavor. Handloaders must therefore 
purchase loaded rounds first ; instead of sim­
ply shooting 'em up in a hurry to get brass for 
reloading, however, use these rounds to 
break in the Grizzly. Velocities and accuracy 
will improve after about 500 rounds through 
the gun , and all parts are settled into place by 
a thousand rounds. Winchester helped in this 
reloading project by supplying me with a 
case of factory ammo; they're obviously 
interested in ensuring that sales of the car­
tridge pick up, but a vote of thanks is owed 
them for such cooperation. 

Factory ammo clocks rather accurately, 
with an extreme spread between slow and 
fast rounds in a string of about 60 fps and a 
standard deviation measurement of 14 to 20. 
Winchester factory fodder is loaded with 14 
grains of a powder which looks a lot like 
Hercules Unique, and the bullet is asphalted 
into the case to develop high case pull for 
better powder ignition. It's basically a longer 
version of the .45 ACP with a lot more 
powder and nearly three times the recoil 
(about 12.3 foot-pounds ofrecoil versus some 
4.5 foot-pounds in a .45 ACP). The recoil is 
not really hard to handle, I might add , and 
some two dozen .45 ACP pistol experts I 
allowed to shoot the Grizzly were all sur­
prised at the mild recoil. 

Since there was no valid reloading data for 
this cartridge in a semi-auto pistol with six­
inch barrel , I started with Blue Dot powder 
first. It's a good powder for magnum car­
tridges but is also applicable to lesser load­
ings. A variety of bullets were loaded up and 
many problems arose right away. 

This cartridge requires a cannelured bullet 
because the recoil will sometimes pull taper­
crimped slugs out of the cases enough that 
they won't chamber. Sierra's 185-grain JHP 
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slug, a whiz-bang bullet for the .45 ACP, is 
thus not a good choice for the Win Mag 
Grizzly. And , as the slide whips back to spit 
out a spent case, it's compressing a spring 
about the size a car's suspension uses. Slide 
forward travel is quite fast and a bullet that 
isn't held tight may be driven back into the 
case upon contact with the feed ramp. About 
halfthe 185-grain Sierra bullets did this. 

Only those bullets with a rounded nose 
profile would feed reliably in my Grizzly, and 
not for love nor money could I get Hornady's 
185- and 200-grain truncated cone target bul­
lets to chamber. Removing metal in the throat 
area to facilitate chambering of odd-shaped 
slugs is not a good idea because that also 
weakens that area and allows more of the 
cartridge case to be unsupported . 

I found through trial and error that only six 
factory bullets will chamber well and have 
the needed crimping cannelure, too. Speer's 
200-grain JHP bullet is the best choice for 
self-defense because it can be driven at super­
sonic velocities without heavy recoil. Speer's 

. 225-grain exposed lead nose JHP slug is suit-
able for self-defense or hunting deer-sized 
animals, and can be driven at mind-boggling 
velocities without too much recoil. Sierra's 

$vu~ ,..,... t ruo.. "111.-+J · 
2oO ~"f" .t1S-f .. l.V•~f" 2'o.., ... .)..'!.111""' 

Some jacketed bullets used in test. 

240-grain JHP slug, designed for the .45 
Long Colt, is an excellent all-around choice 
for hunting when driven at 1,300 feet per 
second or so. Speer's 260-grain JHP "mon­
ster slug" would be good for hunting large 
animals or plugging away at silhouette tar­
gets; it can be driven safely to nearly l,300 
fps although recoil becomes rather fierce at 

. that speed. And Winchester's 185-grain Sil­
vertip slug, available only by breaking down 
.45 ACP ammo, can be slung for self-defense 
at velocities of 1,500 fps or better. 

The Alberts Corporation swaged 230-
grain lead flat point bullet wil l also feed well 
in the Grizzly and would make a devastating 
hunting slug at ranges up to 75 yards or so. 
Since the bullet material is soft it doesn't take 
rifling as well as a jacketed slug, and 
accuracy isn't as good as with the other bul­
lets just mentioned. But for close-in work at 
over 1,400 fps, this bullet will . mushroom 
reliably, not splatter into pieces (as will some 
of the JHP slugs) , and it will retain 100 per­
cerit of its weight . It's not a good choice for 
self-defense because it shoots through small 
trees even after mushrooming, but for bear or 
deer this one is excellent. And yes, it will lead 
the barrel in a hurry; a seven-round magazine 
will severely foul the barrel , but firing one or 
two jacketed rounds after that will clear the 

lands and grooves quickly. Besides, if a 
hunter needs more than seven rounds maybe 
he shouldn't be after moving targets. 

There's a whole world of development pos­
sible with such slugs as Lyman's cast 225-
grain hard lead bullet. There shouldn't be any 
problem driving this at velocities over 1,500 
fps , but penetration will then be about like 
that offered by factory hardball ammunition. 
These would probably be good moose rounds 
if pistol hunting for such large animals ever 
became legal or necessary for survival. 

Hercules Blue Dot is the best powder to 
use with heavier bullets in the .45 Win Mag 
cartridge. It will drive the 200-grain "flying 
manhole cover" Speer JHP slug to l,442 fps 
while still not exceeding handloading manual 
max load data, yet it will also propel the 260-
grain Speer safely (by manual data) to a 
chronographed velocity of 1,254 fps. I went 
half a grain heavier with the 260-grain slug, 
with a charge of 16.5 grains of Blue Dot, and 
clocked the velocity at 1,284 fps with no signs 
of excessive pressure. Keep in mind , how­
ever, that this is an over-max load and I don't 
recommend you start out with it or even use it 
at all. What worked for me, in my Grizzly 
#043 , may not be safe for your Grizzly. 

The nicest feature of Blue Dot in this hefty 
cartridge is that felt recoil is reduced some­
what from that experienced with full-blown 
factory or Unique powder loadings. There's 
some unburned powder going out the barrel 
in the heavier charge loads, which gives 
muzzle flash visible a block away at night, 
but it's a pleasant powder to use. Factory 
loads offer a sharp recoil , as do my Unique 
loads, since faster powder lights instantly and 
all the kick is generated in a short time. 
Slower powders along the Blue Dot burning 
curve kick the same but it's spread out over a 
slightly longer period of time and will make 
the Grizzly easier to shoot for some folks. 

Loading manuals list Winchester 296, 
Hodgdon HllO and Hercules 2400 as 
powders applicable to the .45 Win Mag car­
tridge used in Contender pistols. Since this 

. '-.:...:' ) .) -. ! --;~ 5 .-.,lJ 
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"Flying manhole cover" from Speer. 

caliber nearly duplicates .44 Magnum bal­
listics and physical size, I tried some slow­
burning powder loads. They aren't worth a 
damn. 

A max charge (by the Lyman manual for 
250-grain bullets) of 23 .0 grains of 296 
behind Speer's 260-grain JHP slug produced 
a blinding muzzle flash and velocities ofl ,183 
fps in one string and 1,124 in another. Felt 
recoil was very sharp and spread between 
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RELOADING 45 WM 
Co11ri1111erl jivm paKe 38 

rounds wasn't very tight (57 fps) ; standard 
deviation (a measure of how close to average 
veloci ty a bullet can be expected to travel) 
was from 16 to 23, compared with 14 to 21 in 
factory-loaded ammo and 8 (very good) stan­
dard deviation in the 260-gra iner over 16.0 
grains of Blue Dot. HllO and 2400 offered 
much the same performance and it isn't hard 
to conc lude that slow-burni ng magnum 
powders aren't applicable in a six-inch barrel 
with semi-auto action. 

All cartridges loaded for this test program 
had magnum pistol pr imers , incidenta ll y 
(Winchester's #WLP primer, for standard or 
magnu m loads). A ll loads were chrono­
graphed over Oehler Model 33 Chronotach 
skyscreens at five feet from the muzzle in 75 
degree temperatures. 

Because the fac tory loads appeared to 
have a look-alike Unique powder, I tried this 
next with excellent results . T his is probably 
the best all -around powder to use if you're 
limited to one choice, although as mentioned 
fe lt recoil may be a bit heavier with faster 
powders. 

Behind Speer's 200-grain JHP slug, which 
is a trul y exce ll e nt expander, Hercu les 
Unique is as diverse as you could wish for. A 
tiny 10.0-grain charge wi ll offer 1,149 fps but 
have virtually no recoi l (and it just barely 
fu nctions the slide) , while a 14 .0-grain charge 
wi ll sling the manhole cover at 1,448 fps with 
standard deviation of a mere IO (and good 
accuracy!). T he ideal load ... one which 
doesn't reco il much but which would be dev­
astati ng for self-defense work ... is l2.5 
gra;ns of Unique. Reco il is light enough to 
get off rapid-fire shots and hit what you're 
aiming at every time. 

Unique also functions well with the heav­
ier bullets, driving the 225-grain Speer to 
1,356 fps accurately and taking Sier ra's 240-
gra in JH P to 1,293 fps wit h excellent 
accuracy al so. Even the 260-grain Speer JHP 
slug responds well with Unique, but I list no 
loads for it because other powders will do a 
better job. 

High Quality - Reliable Pistols 
Basic to Full House Competit ion 

Richard Heinie - Pistolsmith 
821 E. Adams 

Havana, IL 62644 

Please send $1.00 for Brochure 

Now Available to 

HANDGUNNERS 
Shilen barrels are offered in two grades:"Lone St*r" 

and " Match" . They are made of a special 4140 
chrome moly steel , button rifled with eight lands and 

grooves, and stress relieved. 

0 ~ .._ 

Caliber Groove Diameter Twist 
22 R.F. .222 16" 
22 C.F. .224 14" 
9mm .355 16" 

38 .357 14" 
.357 .357 18" 
44 .429 20" 
45 .451 16" 

11/4 X 14 " or 11/4 " X 28 " unturned blanks; smaller diameters can be 
made to customer specif ication. 

Insist on the best - Insist on Shi/en. 
Dealer Inquiries are invited. 

SHILEN RIFLES, INC. 
205 Metro Park Boulevard • Ennis, Texas 75119 • (214) 875-5318 

BULLET SPEED METER 
CHRONO GRAPH MODEL 900 .• ,. • 

•VELOCITY TEST YOUR 
RELOADS AND FIREARMS 

•509 - 689-2004 

SYSTEMS 
from 

$99 
O". Off •WRITE FOR FREE TEST REPORTS 

CusToM CHRONOGRAPH Co. • Box 1061-A, Brewster , WA 98812 

ADD A NEW DIMENSION 
TO YOUR RELOADING PRESS: 

A KIT FOR MAKING .22 CAL. BULLETS 
Turn fired .22 LR cases into .224 bullets -
baskets fu ll , virtual ly free . Corbin's .224 kit 
wi l l convert your reloader into a swagi ng 
press at wil l. Swaging (sway-ging), the 
handloader's ultimate dimens ion, is the 
use of pressure to form co ld metal in to 

precision bul lets. 6mm ki t available, same 
price. Speci fy .224 or 6mm. Special bonus 
offer. Kit: $252.98. FREE air shipment and 
FREE 106-pp swaging handbook. Satisfac­
tion guaran teed. Limited ti me offer. 

Send check or money order to: Corbin, P.O. Box 2659, White City, OR 97503 503/826-5211 
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DGUNS • RIFLES • SHC 
UNS • RIFLES • HANDGL 

S • SHOTGUNS • RI FLES • H 
• RIFLES• SHOTGU 

IFLES •SH 

For the reloader 
who needs everything. 
A ha ndso mely bound vo lume packed with 
comprehensive reloading informa tion - the 
famou s Hornady Ha ndbook makes a perfect g irt 
for a ny re loader who needs the a nswer to any one 
of t housands of tech n ica I questi ons. Contains 
new loads, in cluding in formation on meta lli c 
sil houette ca r tridges . . . new balli s tics 
information ... new t rajectory a nd wind drift data. 
Over 650 pages ... t he handbook every re loader 
should ow n . Only $14.00 

,...--------- -- -- -- -- -------"\ 
HORN ADY MFG. CO. Dept . AG-2015 1 
P.O . Box 1848, Grand I sland , NE 68802 1 

Please rush my Hornady Handbook. Enclosed i.'i : 
$14.00, plus $2.00 for postage and handling 1 

Name 

Address 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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Hodgdon's HS6 powder is a fast-burning 
spherical shotgun powder which often deliv­
ers good velocities in moderate to heavy 
handgun loads. so that was tried next with 
Speer's 200-grain JHP sl ug. There is no listed 
data for this powder in .45 Win Mag, so I 
winged it here by starting very low (as you 
should also do when working up to any of my 
max loads) . Up to 15. 0 gra ins of HS6 
accuracy and recoil is pleasant , but above 
that to a maximum of 16.5 grains I tried , 
recoil is sharp and muzzle blast gets awe­
some. All in all. this powder doesn't work 
very well in .45 Win Mag, but in a pinch 15.0 
grains at 1,242 fps is the best accuracy load 
with most pleasing recoil. 

Hodgdon's HS7, a bit slower than HS6, 
worked well in lighter bullet loads. An over­
max (by one grain) charge of 20 .0 grains of 
HS 7 behind the 200-gra in Speer offered 
1,504 fps with recoil still milder than that of 
fac tory ammo. At Hodgdon's recommended 
19.0-grain load the Speer slug will hit an even 
1,400 fps with good accuracy and fa irly mild 
recoil, and would make a nice all -around self­
defense load ing. 

With heavi e r bull e ts HS7 o ffered 
veloc ities slightl y lower than Blue Dot­
equivalent charges (recommended levels by 
load ing manual data). 

The last powder tried was that packed in 
each factory round . High-power rifle com­
petition shooters cal l this "Mexican Match" 
shooting; the factory bullet is pulled and 
another substituted of about the same weight. 
I tried over a hundred Mexican Match 
reloads and determined that this would be an 
easy way for the reloader to go if he didn't 
wish to fiddle around working up loads over a 
chronograph. 

After pulling bullets I weighed each 
powder charge to get exactly the 14 .0-grain 
weight of a factory round . Some broken­
down rounds had as little as 13 .6 grains while 
others had as much as 14 .3 grains, an inherent 
problem with automated filling equ ipment as 
used in modern factories. 

Substituting 200-grain Speer JHP slugs for 
the factory 230-grainers, I arrived at very 
consistent veloc ities of 1,424 fps using Olin 
powder. By weighing out an extra half-grain 
the velocity jumped to 1,467 . In each case 
recoil was about like that with factory loads. 
The 225-grain Speer bullet , a wonderful all ­
around choice, clocked 1,393 fps with the 
fac tory charge of 14 .0 grains of powder. Stan­
dard dev iation was a mere 8, and a shooter 
could do much worse than simply replacing 
the hardball bullets with this slug and forget­
ting all about an involved re loading program. 

With Sierra's 240-grainer I dropped back 
half a grain fo r safety (because the bullet is 
slightly heavier and slightly larger_ in diame­
ter) and came up with 1,344 fps. This would 
be a nice hunting load suitable also for self­
defense or silhouette shooting. At 12 .5 grains 
of Ol in powder (again to refl ect heavier bullet 
weight) the 260-grain Speer clocked 1,239. 
Winchester's Silvertip hit 1,500 fps over a 
weighed charge of 15.0 gra ins of O li n 
powder, but muzzle flash was severe. 

Every handloaded round in this test pro-

HERE AT LAST I 

air mail 

Handmade in England. 
PROBABLY THE 

FINEST SHOULDER 
HOLSTER IN THE 

WORLD. 

Original 

"Golde n Tan" 
Colour. 

PRICES: 

4" Barrels (Minimum) $70.00 
5··.5 y,·· Barrels $72.00 

8" - 8 '%" Barrels $74.00 

• HOLSTER HANDCRAFTED lrom SELECTED 
TOP GRADE ENGLISH SADDLE LEATHER 

• FULL GENUINE SUEDE LINING 
• ADJUSTABLE SOFT LEATHER HARNESS and 

SURGICAL ELASTIC back-strap 
• HAND BLOCKED to ACTUAL HANDGUNS 
• Rear RETENTION LOOP 
• Choice of CYLINDER or REAR SIGHT CUTOUT 

RIGHT HAND MODELS ONLY. Sorry no left hand. 
When ordering, state make 8. model of weapon, barrel 
length, whether CYLINDER or REAR SIGHT cutout 
preferred. Send $2.00 for full colour catalogue. 

The Shoulder Holster Most Used the World Over to 
Guard Royalty, Presidents. and Heads of State. 

Please add 10% Send check, M.O. to 
for AIRMAIL Horseshoe Leather Products, 
Post and 132 Aberford Rd. , Woodlesford 
handling Leeds LS26 SLG, England. 

THE ROLLS ROYCE OF 
SHOULDER HOLSTERS 

HANDCRAFTED GRIPS 
FOR THE 

DISCRIMINATING 
HANDGUNNER 

Rosewood 
Micarta with 

scrimshaw on 
eleµliant 

1Vory. 

Your 
handguns 

reflect 
personal 

choice and 
experienced 

selection. 
The grips you choose should be as per­
sonal a choice. Badger grips , hand crafted 
of exotic hardwoods and select ma n-made 
ma terials, a re designed for function and 
las ting beauty. Also ava ilable with scrim­
shawed o r inlaid designs on elephant 
ivory fo r the most discriminating. 

foll -color catalog , 52. refu nded on first orde r. 
10 % Discount to Police Officers, NRA members. 

BADGER GRIPS 
2054 Youngstown Lockport Rd. , 
Dept. A , Ransomv ille, NY 14131 
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gram received a medium roll crimp, both to 
promote bu! let retention and to ensure proper 
powd e r burnin g. Fac to r y b ull e ts a re 
asphalted into their cases. and thus will not 
suffer being driven back down into the case 
under stressfu l chambering fo rces; nor will 
asphalted bullets work out of their cases as 
uncrimpcd slugs of the handloaded variety 
might. 

Ifs important to recognize that, withi n lim­
itations. this auto pistol case does 1101 head­
space on the case mouth . Manuals will te ll 
you otherwise. of course. The Lyman re load­
ing manual, fo r example, states that overall 
case length must be mainta ined because the 
.45 W in. Mag. headspaces on the case 
mouth : in the next breath . the same page tell s 
you that trim-to-length specs are I. 188", or a 
total of JO-thousandths of an inch shorter than 
fac tory length specs call fo r. I measured 
many fac tory cases before they were fired. 
and some of them were as short as 1.183", or 
a grand total of JS-thousandths of an inch 
shorter ' It is d iflicu lt to be lieve that such a 
sho rt case would hcadspace properl y, if 
indeed this ca rtridge spaces on the case 
mouth . 

No attempt was made to cont ro l overall 
loaded length . s ince the cri mpi ng cannelure 
on the rccommeclccl bullets determines this 
measurement. I experienced only one fa il ure 
to chamber in over 600 hancl loadecl rounds, 
and that was traced to a burr on the case 
mouth (a result of improper case preparat ion 
on my part). It is c lear that c rimping the .45 
Win. Mag. case mouth is the 0 11ly way to 
hancl loacl this cartridge so the bullets stay 
where they are supposed to, without being 
driven back clown into the case with attendant 
sky-high pressure specs. 

T he Alberts swaged bullet also received a 
crimp, right into the bullet metal because 
there's no cr imping cannelure. T he Alberts 
slug was seated to arrive at an overal l length 
of 1. 530" to 1. 540" . 

T he loads detailed in accompanying tables 
show what worked fo r me. 

When working up loads based on my fi nd­
ings start one or even two grains lower than 
maximum charges. Unique loads for 200-
grain bullets over 13 .2 grains are not shown, 
but I experienced no signs of excessive pres­
sure up to 14.0 grains. That does not make 
this a safe load in all 1f11M. 
guns, however. ~ 

PATCH UP 

Colo rful asso rtment o f a dozen brassa rds 
from leading reload ing tool. componen t 
and accessory manufacturers . Assortment 
depends on avai lability. Send $6.95 to Na­
tional Re loading Manu facturers Associa· 
t1on , Suite 101, 4905 SW Gri ff ith Drive. 
Beaver ton, Oregon 97005. 

Semi-Automatic Versions of the famous 
TH E 1911-A1 "Tommy Gun" 1921As P1srnL 

GOVER NME NT MODEL SHOWN WITH OPTI ONAL 
4~;~PA~~iL~~t~ 1 ~NP~~T,,;:> L by A uto Ordnance Corp. oRuM. 

192 7 A1 DE LUXE .4 5 CAL 

192 7 A-3 22 CAL D ELUXE 

1927 A· l C LIG HTWE IGHT .4 5 CAL. 

Over 2 !12 million Thompsons sold s ince 192 1 

As the manufactu rer of Am erica's most recognized guns, we know the 
importance of mainta in ing a reputat ion.Quality parts and expert crafts ­
ma nshi p go into each gun and it shows! Send $1 .00 for ill us trated 

ca talog describing each model and our full.line of accessories. 

'i Auto-Ordnance Corporation 
· Box AH-1 , West Hurley, NY 12491 (914) 679-7225 
® -~· ~- -

OFFICIAL TIMER 
Beca use of it s pe rfo rmance a t the St eel Challenge , 
the Pro Timer II has now become th e o ffi c ia l timing 
device of the World S peed Shooting Assoc ia tio n . 

T he Pro T ime r II p rovides sho t mode with revie w, 
s top pla te mode and par time mode. It is the "stat e o f 
the a rt" in e lec tronic timing 

To order, se nd $274.95 ce rtified chec k or money 
o rde r . VISA o r Mas te rca rd accep ted. Add $4.00 fo r 
shipping and ha ndlin g Illinois reside nt s add 6°., tax. 
C o nt ac t yo ur local dea ler . 

Competition Electronics. Inc. 
P 0 Box 239. Ro""< JP . II. 61073 • (815) 877·3322 

CYLINDER & SLIDE 
Basic Combat SP-ecials 

45Auto 
Throat. ...... . . . . . ... . . . . . . . 25.00 
Port. .. . 25.00 
Micro bushing .. . 31.00 
Deluxe Combat sights .... . 65.00 
Recrown bbl. . . . . . . . . 7.50 
Spring kit. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.95 
Trigger job (4 lb.) ...... • . . . . . 45.00 
Long combat trigger . . . . . . . . 25.00 
Test ammo . . . ... 15.00 
UPS Return . . . 7.50 

Total price $252.95 

~\VM~~ 
@ihl@[pl UullVil® 

9mm Browniog_ 
Throat. .. . 25.00 
Restyle magazine 
for positive feeding . . .. . . . ea. 10.00 
Fixed Combat sights 
(fixed sight slide only) . . ... 85.00 
Wide trigger.. . . 32.95 
Trigger job . . 55.00 
Extended safety ..... . .. . .... 32.95 
Test ammo . . .... 15.00 
UPS Return . 7.50 

Total price $263.40 

Our business is built on our reputation . .. 10 years of service to the serious handgunner. 

TO ORDER ' 
Send gun and M.0 . tor full amount For credi t card 
orders. please supply all informat ion in raised letters on 
card and specify type ol card (MIC or Visa). Orders must 
spec1ty "Combat Special " Please no C.O D orders 
Allow 7-8 days 1rans11 hme. 

More ex1ens1ve custom mod1f1ca11ons are ava1lable1 
Please send $2 for our complete catalog 

CYLINDER&SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
POST OFFICE BOX 937 
FREMONT, NE 68025 
Ph: (402) 721-4277 
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